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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "ad" on page 12, line 
17. Suggested correction: and. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Noda (US 
4,427,162). 

Noda discloses fishing reel comprising: 
a reel body 1 ; 

a handle 81 rotatably supported by the reel body; 
a rotor 7 rotatably supported by the reel body; 

a power transmitting mechanism including a driving force transmitting part 5 for 
transmitting driving force generated by rotating the handle to drive the rotor; and 

a first rotation power transmitting instrument 22 including an elastic member 23 a for 
frictionally transmitting the driving force provided at the drive force transmitting part. 
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In regards to claim 2, Noda discloses driving force transmitting part 5 includes the first 
rotation power transmitting instrument 22 and a second rotation power transmitting instrument 6 
including gears for transmitting the driving force. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takikura (US 
6,394,380 B2) in view of Bowers (US 3,808,906). 

Takikura discloses a fishing reel comprising: 
a reel body 2; 

a handle 1 rotatably supported by the reel body; 
a rotor 3 rotatably supported by the reel body; 

a power transmitting mechanism, as seen in Figure 4, including a driving force 
transmitting part 10 for transmitting driving force generated by rotating the handle to drive the 
rotor; and 

a first 20 and second 1 1 rotation power transmitting instrument for transmitting the 
driving force provided at the drive force transmitting part. 

Takiura fails to show an elastic member for frictionally transmitting the driving force. 
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Bowers teaches meshing gears 10 and 12 provided with elastic inserts 30 secured to the 
gear shafts to contact and frictionally drive the opposite gears. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the gears of Takikura to include an elastic insert as suggested by Bowers, to 
dampen the vibration of the gears. 

In regards to claims 3 and 4, Takikura as modified by Bowers teaches; 

a handle for generating the driving force; 

a rotor 3 which is rotated by the driving force (Takikura); 

a first shaft (10 Takikura corresponding to shaft 14 Bowers); 

a first gear (12 Takikura corresponding to gear 10 Bowers); 

a friction transmitting rotating part 18 coaxial with the first gear 10 (Bowers) and 
provided at the first shaft 14 (Bowers); 

a second shaft (25a Takikura corresponding to shaft 16 Bowers); 

a second gear (25 Takikura corresponding to gear 12 Bowers) in mesh with first gear; 

an elastic member 30 (Bowers) coaxial with the second gear 12 and provided at the 
second shaft 16, wherein the elastic member 30 elastically contacts with the friction transmission 
rotating part 18, and driving force is transmitted between the first and second shafts via the first 
and second gear and via the friction transmission rotation part and the elastic member. 

Conclusion 

The prior ait made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Evan H Langdon whose telephone number is (703)-306-5768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (703)-308-2688. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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